Multiple malignancies in a single patient : a glimpse into 30 years of interdisciplinary oncology.
We report on an 83-year-old woman who suffered from seven manifestations of at least five different nonmetastasizing malignancies during a period spanning more than three decades. Although suspected, an inherited genetic tumor syndrome could not be detected. This patient history exemplifies the development of interdisciplinary oncology and specifies the success but also the risks of intensified locoregional treatments. In particular, radiation oncologists routinely have to perform a risk-benefit analysis, rendering their work both challenging and fascinating.